Coffee & English

Learn American English

American English: Words with Attitude

A practical vocabulary guide to personality, moods, suspicious behavior, and everyday American slang. English explanations

and examples are paired with Russian translations.

Personality & Behavior

Use these adjectives to describe someone's personality, attitude, or behavior. Some sound playful or affectionate; others can

come across as critical.

WORD PYCCKWW NEPEBOJ,

Sassy nep3knin, 6ONKUN, C XxapakTepoMm
Sneaky XUTPbIA, MPOHbLIPAVBLIA, AENCTBYOWMA NCAOATULLKA
Cheeky Haxa bHbIA, Aep3KOBaTbIN, 030PHON
Feisty 60KNIN, 3aQMPUCTBIN, C OFOHbKOM
Spunky 3HEePruYHbIN, CMesbli, C XapakTepoMm
Witty OCTPOYMHbIN

Snarky A3BUTENbHbIN, €XUOHbIN

Sarcastic CapKaCTUYHbIN

Snooty BbICOKOMEpPHbI, 3aHOCHUBbIN

Shady MYTHBbIW, MOA03PUTESIbHbINA, HEYECTHbIN
Sketchy COMHUTESbHbIN, NOAO3PUTENbHbIN
Slippery CKOJIb3KUN, XUTPbIN, HEHAaLAEXHbIN
Cunning XUTPOYMHbIN, KOBapHbIN

Crafty N3BOPOTJ/INBbLIA, XUTPbLIN

Bossy BJIACTHbIN, NOOALLNA KOMaHAOBaTb
Pushy HaMopuCTbIA, HAaBA34YUBbIN

Nosy NoBOMNbITHBLIN HE B Mepy, CYOLMIA HOC B Yy>Xue fena
Petty MeJIOYHbIN, 3/10NaMATHbIN

Bratty Kanpu3sHbIi, n36anoBaHHbIN

Bitchy CTEpPBO3HbIN, A3BUTESbHbIN

REAL-LIFE EXAMPLES

PYCCKWUW NEPEBOJ,

She's got a sassy little attitude.
That was a cheeky answer!
He's witty and always makes people laugh.

Stop being so bossy. We can figure it out
together.

That sounds a little shady to me.

She's a little feisty, but she's got a good heart.

That guy is so nosy. He keeps asking personal
questions.

Don't be so snarky. I'm just asking a question.

A quick usage note

Y Heé mep3kuni xapakTep.
BoT 310 oep3kun oteeT!
OH OCTpPOYyMeH 1 BCerga CMeLUmnT o Len.

XBaTUT BCEMU KOMaHAOBaTb. Mbl MO)XeM BMeCTe BO BCEM
pa3obpaTbCs.

MHe 3TOo Ka)KeTcsA nofo3puTesbHbIM.
OHa C OroHbKOM, HO B AyLle O4eHb ,u,oﬁpaﬂ.

ITOT NapeHb Takon Nto6ONbITHLIA. [TOCTOSIHHO 3a8aéT
JINYHblE BOMPOCHI.

He a3Bu1. 1 NpocTOo 3a4ato BONpPOC.

Sassy, cheeky, feisty, and spunky can be compliments, especially when describing a confident person or a child. Bossy,
pushy, nosy, and bitchy are usually negative. Witty is positive; snarky often suggests humor with a mean edge.
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Emotions & Reactions

These words describe moods, emotional reactions, and the way someone comes across in everyday situations.

WORD PYCCKWUW NEPEBOJ,

Sassy OEeP3KUin, C NepYNHKOM

Snappy pe3kuii, 6ONKNIA, OCTPLINA Ha A3bIK

Moody nepeMeH4YnBbIA B HACTPOEHUN

Grumpy BOPYMBLIN, BPIO3rAnBbIN

Cranky pa3apaXknTesibHbIA, Kanpu3sHbIn

Pissy 3101, pa3apaKéHHbIN

Salty He[0BOJIbHbIN, 0BVXKEHHBIN, A3BUTENbHbIN

Touchy 061 a4MBbIA, HyBCTBUTESbHbIN

Shady NnoAo03pUTEsNbHbIN

Fussy npuBepennBbIfA, CyeTANBbIN

Clingy HaBA34YMBbIN, CJINLLKOM NPUBA3YUBLIN

Goofy Yy[aKoBaTbIf, OypaLUIMBbLIN

Dorky HenenblA, CMEeLIHOW, HEMHOro B0TaHCKNN

Cheesy 6aHanbHbIA, MPUTOPHbIN, MOLLIOBATO-MUbIN

Corny N36UTbIN, CTapPOMOAHbIA, HECMELLHON

REAL-LIFE EXAMPLES PYCCKWUI NEPEBOJ,

I'm a little cranky because | didn't sleep well. 9 HEMHOro pasfpa>k€éH, MOTOMY YTO MJIOXO chaJ.

He's been moody all day. Y Hero BecCb AeHb MEeHSAEeTCsl HAaCTPOeHMe.

Don't get so salty. It was just a joke. He obuxancs Tak. 3To 6bl1a NpPoCcTo WyTKa.

My dog is goofy, but that's why | love him. Mos cobaka Takas YyfakoBaTasi, U UMEHHO NMO3TOMY 5 eé
nobnio.

That joke was cheesy, but it made me smile. LlyTka 6blna 6aHabHOW, HO 3acTaBu1a MeHS yblOHYTbCS.

I'm not mad. I'm just a little touchy today. A1 He 3nt0Cb. MPOCTO cerofHs 1 0CO6eHHO 0CTPO Ha BCE
pearuvpyto.

My nephew gets clingy when he's tired. Mon NNIEMAHHNK CTAHOBUTCA O4eHb NPUBA3YNBLIM, KOTAa
yCTaér.

That was a corny joke, but | laughed anyway. LLlyTka 6blna n3butas, Ho 5 BCE paBHO 3aCMesACs.

A quick usage note
Grumpy is often used for someone who's in a bad mood. Cranky can suggest irritability caused by tiredness, hunger, or

discomfort. Salty is informal and often means annoyed because something did not go your way. Pissy is more vulgar and is
best kept for very casual settings.
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Sneaky Moves & Hidden Agendas

Use these words when talking about dishonesty, manipulation, suspicious behavior, or people who are not being
straightforward.

WORD PYCCKWW NMEPEBOJ,

Sneaky XUTPbIN, OEACTBYIOWMA NCAOATULLKA

Slippery CKOJIb3KNIN, HEHAAEXHbIN

Devious KOBapHbIV, N3BOPOT/INBLIN

Underhanded HEeYeCTHbIN, 3aKyJINCHbIN

Conniving WHTPUF@HCKUN, CKJTIOHHbIN K TaHbIM MaxMHaLNAM

Manipulative
Two-faced

Backstabbing

CKJIOHHbBIN K MaHUNYNSLNAM
OBYJINYHbIN

npegaTenbCKUii, HAHOCALWMIA yaap B CAUHY

Fishy nogo3puTesbHbIN, Bbi3biBaOLWMA HefoBepue
Shifty noAo3puTesbHbIN, C 6eralLmnmMm rinasamm
Scheming CTPOALWNIA KO3HU, NIETYLUIA UHTPUTN
Deceptive obMaH4MBbIN, BBOOALLMIA B 3abnyxaeHne

REAL-LIFE EXAMPLES

PYCCKWUW NEPEBOJ,

He was being sneaky about the whole thing.
Something feels fishy about this deal.
I don't trust him. He can be pretty two-faced.

That was an underhanded way to get what you
wanted.

The ad is deceptive. The product doesn't work
that way.

That's a pretty deceptive headline.

She can be sweet to your face and two-faced
behind your back.

His explanation sounds slippery. He's avoiding
the real question.

A quick usage note

OH Bén ceba HeYeCTHO 1 BCE Jenasn ncnoaTullka.

B 3ToW caoesike YTo-TO HEYUCTO.

A eMy He goBepsito. OH H6bIBaeT 04YeHb ABYJIMYHBIM.

370 BblN1 HEYECTHbIN crocob fobuTbCs XKenaemoro.
Peknama BBoauT B 3abnyxaeHue. ToBap paboTaeT coBcem
He TaK.

3T0 A0BOJ/IbHO 0OMaH4YMBbIN 3arosI0BOK.

B nnuo oHa MoXkeT BbITb MUJION, @ 3a CNMHON BeCcTn cebs
OBYJINYHO.

Ero obbsacHeHne Kakoe-TO yKnoH4mBoe. OH n3beraet
HacCTosALWLero sornpoca.

Fishy is a very common, conversational way to say that something seems suspicious. Sketchy can describe a questionable
person, place, situation, or plan. Two-faced describes a person who acts friendly to someone but says or does something
different behind their back. Backstabbing is especially strong and implies betrayal.
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Everyday American Slang & Descriptive Words

Casual, expressive words you'll hear in everyday American conversations. Their meaning can shift with context, tone, and the

situation.
WORD PYCCKWW NMEPEBOJ,
Wacky YOKHYTbIN, 4y AHOMN
Nutty cymacwenwmnn, 6esyMmHbin
Funky HeOobbIYHbIN, CTPAHHOBATbLIN, MPUKONbHbIN
Cringey BbI3bIBaOLLNIA HETOBKOCTb
Iffy COMHUTENbHLIN, Tak cebe
Lousy napLUnBbIN, OTBPATUTESIbHbIN
Nasty MEepP3KU, ragkunn
Messy Xa0TWUYHbIA, CKaHAaNbHbIN
Wild 6e3yMHbIN, HEBEPOATHLIN
Extra YpesMepHbI, CANLLIKOM ApaMaTUYHbIA
Bougie NOBALLNN POCKOLLb, C MPETEH3UEN Ha LINK
Flaky HeHa4EXXHbIA, HENOCTOSAHHbIN
Chill CMOKOWMHbIN, paccnabneHHbIn
Laid-back HENPUHYXXAEHHbIN, HEBO3MYTUMbIN
Low-key cnerka, BTalniHe, He ocobo acuwmpys
High-key OTKPOBEHHO, 04eHb faKe, COBEPLUEHHO ABHO

REAL-LIFE EXAMPLES

PYCCKWN NEPEBON,

That outfit is funky in the best way.
The plan sounds a little iffy.
You're being extra. It's not that serious.

She's super laid-back. Nothing seems to stress
her out.

I'm low-key excited about the weekend.

I high-key love this little coffee shop.

We had a wild night, but nothing crazy happened.

The service at that place was lousy.

He's a bit flaky. He keeps canceling plans at the
last minute.

A quick usage note

ITOT Hapsad HeobbIYHbIN, 1 3TO 340POBO.
MnaH KaXKeTcs COMHUTENbHbIM.
Tbl Y)K CAMWKOM gpamMaTuinpyellb. BCé He Tak cepb&3HO.

OHa 04eHb CMOKONHas. Ka)keTcsl, €€ HUYTO He BbIBOAUT U3
paBHoOBeCKs.

§, ecqnm 4eCcTHO, HEMHOI 0O B NpefBKYLLEHUN BbIXOOHbIX.
MHe o4eHb HpPaBUTCA 3Ta MaJieHbKas KOEeNnHs.

Beyep y Hac Bblgasncst 6€3yMHbI, HO HUYero ocobeHHoro He
npoun3oLuIo.

OﬁCJ‘Iy)KI/IBaHI/Ie B TOM 3aBefeHuun bbi1o napLwunebIM.

OH O0BOJIbHO HEHAAEXHbIN. [TOCTOAHHO OTMEHSET MnJjaHbl B
NMOCNEeLHIO MUHYTY.

Low-key often softens a statement: I'm low-key worried means you're a little worried or don't want to make a big deal of it.
High-key intensifies it: I'm high-key excited means you're very excited and not hiding it. Extra is often teasing. Bougie is

informal and can be playful or critical.
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